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From the inspired fiction of Jules Verne to the dark menace of the Cold War, submarines have captivated
millions for more than a century. Many have been credited for the invention of the submarine, but one
significant figure has been seriously overlooked by both historians and the government. Without the efforts
of Simon Lake, underwater navigation would be very different from what it is today. Argonaut: The
Submarine Legacy of Simon Lake illustrates the influence of Lake's creation and passion.

Simon Lake was the classic American inventor, complete with a rival, John Holland, who reaped most of
history's praise for submarine design. However, it was Lake who launched his first working submarine in
1894 at the age of twenty-seven in the rivers of his native New Jersey. In 1898, his steel vessel, the
Argonaut, completed a thousand-mile trek up the Atlantic coast. He received accolades from his spiritual
mentor, Jules Verne, for his efforts. Despite the potential for government contracts, Lake remained private,
using his invention to build up a fortune from underwater salvage.

Questionable governmental trials resulted in navy contracts for submarines being awarded to Lake's rival, the
Holland Torpedo Boat Company (later the Electric Boat Company), prompting Lake to build submarines for
Russia and Austria. The United States would not request Lake's service until 1908 and would not recognize
his contributions to underwater navigation until after his death in 1945. However, there is little doubt that
Lake's work helped provide the basis for modern submarine design and construction.

John J. Poluhowich has prepared the most complete biography of Simon Lake, devoting chapters to Lake's
early fascination with the idea of underwater navigation, his struggles with design, and disappointment in the
government. Argonaut presents Lake as an unsung hero worthy of praise and appreciation from the modern
scientific community.

Argonaut is ideal for the general reader, students of history and sea exploration, as well as for anyone
inspired by Lake's spirit of imagination and perseverance.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Argonaut: The
Submarine Legacy of Simon Lake (West Texas A&M University Series) suitable to you? The book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Argonaut: The Submarine Legacy of
Simon Lake (West Texas A&M University Series)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This
particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Robert Henderson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Argonaut: The Submarine Legacy of Simon Lake (West Texas A&M University
Series) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Dianne Haire:

The book untitled Argonaut: The Submarine Legacy of Simon Lake (West Texas A&M University Series)
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is
very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Lucille Yang:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Argonaut: The Submarine Legacy of Simon Lake (West Texas A&M University Series)
when you necessary it?
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