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The urban origins of American Judaism began with daily experiences of Jews, their responses to
opportunities for social and physical mobility as well as constraints of discrimination and prejudice. Deborah
Dash Moore explores Jewish participation in American cities and considers the implications of urban living
for American Jews across three centuries. Looking at synagogues, streets, and snapshots, she contends that
key features of American Judaism can be understood as an imaginative product grounded in urban potentials.

Jews signaled their collective urban presence through synagogue construction, which represented Judaism on
the civic stage. Synagogues housed Judaism in action, its rituals, liturgies, and community, while
simultaneously demonstrating how Jews Judaized other aspects of their collective life, including study,
education, recreation, sociability, and politics. Synagogues expressed aesthetic aspirations and translated
Jewish spiritual desires into brick and mortar. Their changing architecture reflects shifting values among
American Jews.

Concentrations of Jews in cities also allowed for development of public religious practices that ranged from
weekly shopping for the Sabbath to exuberant dancing in the streets with Torah scrolls on the holiday of
Simhat Torah. Jewish engagement with city streets also reflected Jewish responses to Catholic religious
practices that temporarily transformed streets into sacred spaces. This activity amplified an urban Jewish
presence and provided vital contexts for synagogue life, as seen in the captivating photographs Moore
analyzes.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Boone:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Urban Origins of American Judaism (George
H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Maryann Goldberg:

The book untitled Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in
American History) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Urban Origins of American Judaism
(George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American History) from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Daniel Gutierrez:

The particular book Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in
American History) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Tammara Dejesus:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Urban Origins of American Judaism (George H. Shriver Lecture Series in Religion in American
History) will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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