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A fresh take on what happens when a teacher says enough is enough and does the unthinkable: design a
curriculum based on their students’ actual needs and aspirations. Flying in the face of reason, Brian Schultz
did just that when he challenged his 5th grade class in urban Chicago to name a problem in their community
that they wanted to solve. As the students of Room 405 focus on replacing their dilapidated school building,
a historic voyage of repair and healing begins. Ultimately, it is their own questions and incredible
accomplishments that make them realize their commitment and ability to change the world around them.
This gem captures the remarkable transformations of everyone involved.

Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way is a significant reminder of the influence of our nation's
determined teachers and what they can achieve whe they go against the grain of rigid curriculums and
authoritarian standardized testing. Schultz’s debut work is a must-read for anyone who believes in the power
of challenging convention, the authority of human compassion, and finding solutions that work for America's
youth.

“Once I began reading, I couldn't put it down. The power here is in the details. It’s a marvelous, important
book and is badly needed at a moment when the values it upholds are under an unrelenting assault from
forces of reactionary ignorance.”
—Jonathan Kozol, author of Amazing Grace

“Carr Community Academy is a crumbling elementary school in Chicago next to one of the largest and most
perilous public housing projects—Cabrini Green. It also is the location of one of the more spectacular fifth-
grade classes in the country.”
—Ralph Nader, consumer advocate, author, and founder, Public Citizen research group

“In a time of ever more testing and standardization, Brian Schultz demonstrates in powerful ways what the
critically democratic alternative looks like. Anyone who wants to make a difference in urban education needs
to read this book.”
—Michael W. Apple, author of Educating the “Right” Way

“This fifth-grade class illustrates some important lessons about America: The neglect of the inner-city poor,
the virtues of creative public service, of teaching to educate-not just to pass a test-and of perseverance.”
—Robert Siegel, All Things Considered, National Public Radio
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for
Social Justice Series) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Spectacular Things Happen Along the
Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice Series)? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom
(Teaching for Social Justice Series) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function
for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Annie Hendricks:

This book untitled Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching
for Social Justice Series) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer
or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly
to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this e-book from your list.

Claudia Chittum:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way:
Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice Series) can be excellent book to read. May
be it can be best activity to you.

Herbert Oakley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Spectacular Things Happen Along
the Way: Lessons from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice Series) reserve written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way: Lessons
from an Urban Classroom (Teaching for Social Justice Series) as good book not merely by the cover but also



from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing
yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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