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Kuwait gained its official political independence from Britain in 1961. Now an independent modern state, it
has been ruled by the Al Sabah family since the mid-18th century. Centring on the Kuwaiti state's functional
role in the process of political legitimation in an oil-rentier economy, this book is a study of how the state
performs roles aimed to distribute substantial welfare and economic benefits to different segments of
Kuwaiti society, and how these benefits enable the Al Sabah regime to win the compliance, acceptance and
support of the Kuwaiti people. In this study the state machinery is seen as a means by which political
domination can be maintained. Hence, the state is defined as a group of institutions which take the form of
political, bureaucratic, ideological, and repressive apparatuses, through which a system of socio-economic
and socio-political domination is concentrated by consensus and/or coercion. Broadly speaking, under the
condition of the oil-rentier economy, where the state controls the main source of national income (i.e. oil
revenues), the state can influence and shape the social structure through public expenditure. Using this
theoretical framework, Dr Abdulkarim Al-Dekhayel examines the nature of the oil-rentier economy in
Kuwait and the highly centralised position of the state. He discusses the Kuwaiti social structure and the
impact of the oil-rentier economy on social formation and the relationship between the state and dominant
social forces. The author presents the diverse roles of the state, its policies and achievements in the specific
areas of education, public-sector employment, public health services, housing, other welfare services and in
the public sector. Through these services and policies the state offers substantial material benefits to different
segments of Kuwaiti citizens. Such benefits have ultimately secured the citizens acceptance of the Al Sabah
regime and, to varying degrees, their acquiescence and support. In concluding, the author analyses the impact
of the Iraqi invasion of 1990 on the political legitimation of the rule of the Al Sabah dynasty.
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Johnson:

The book Kuwait: Oil, State, and Political Legitimation can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Kuwait:
Oil, State, and Political Legitimation? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Kuwait: Oil, State, and Political Legitimation has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Billy Salazar:

This Kuwait: Oil, State, and Political Legitimation is great publication for you because the content that is full
of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Kuwait: Oil, State, and
Political Legitimation in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Lupe Holloway:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Kuwait: Oil, State, and
Political Legitimation which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Warren Bowers:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually Kuwait: Oil, State, and Political Legitimation.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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