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This is the story of Johannes Gutenberg's failure at the one thing he most wanted to invent—a killer app that
would transform his movable-type printing press into a powerful graphics machine. Gutenberg was really a
paranoid and perfectionistic inventor who lacked a workable business plan. Even though history now shows
he truly invented the technology for movable-type (or letterpress) printing, Gutenberg failed to appreciate
how printed books would increasingly differ from handwritten manuscripts.

Gutenberg’s failure to turn his technology into a profitable business is a case study in poor audience
research, stunning entrepreneurial incompetence, and technological tunnel vision. Imagine Steve Jobs
blowing it with Apple after prototyping the first Mac. It was that bad.

Contrary to what Jeff Jarvis argues in "Gutenberg the Geek," Gutenberg’s problem was not cash flow or
equity structure. Gutenberg went bankrupt trying to produce an unnecessary plug-in because of his
commitment to the monastic vision of manuscripts as God-pleasing works of art. He was like an InDesign
pro today who simply can't stand what the Kindle and ePub plugins do to his or her wonderful print designs.
Except Gutenberg worried not just about aesthetics per se, but also about honoring God through beautiful
books.

Ironically, Gutenberg just about invented the very plug-in he needed, but dissatisfied with it, he discarded it
in his shop. Then his employees used it to print graphics for the "devil's playbook."

Gutenberg wrongly saw mass printing as a publishing tool rather than as a dynamic medium with changing
users. If he were inventing today with the same limited mind-set, he would be trying to perfect e-books by
making them exactly like printed books in style, format, and overall artistic design.

Both print and digital publishing have bright futures. But authors and publishers need to understand the
emerging markets, changing reading practices, and evolving media technologies. This story of Gutenberg’s
failure helps authors, publishers, book designers, and high-tech entrepreneurs understand what's really at
stake in today's digital revolution.

Author Quentin J. Schultze, PhD, is a well-published communication scholar, media historian, theologian,
and sociologist who holds the Arthur H. DeKruyter Chair at Calvin College in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He
founded the new field of "servant communication." He speaks widely to professional groups.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

The book Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous
Printer's Failed Killer App gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In:
Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App to be your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide Gutenberg, God, and the
Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Megan Rivera:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed
Killer App your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The
Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed
Killer App giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Shawn Young:

Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed
Killer App can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about
Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App but doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

You can find this Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the



Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various.
Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Download and Read Online Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-
In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's
Failed Killer App Quentin Schultze #27B9SLIKR60



Read Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about
Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by
Quentin Schultze for online ebook

Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed
Killer App by Quentin Schultze Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's
Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by Quentin Schultze
books to read online.

Online Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from
the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by Quentin Schultze ebook PDF download

Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's
Failed Killer App by Quentin Schultze Doc

Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by
Quentin Schultze Mobipocket

Gutenberg, God, and the Devil's Plug-In: Lessons about Digital Publishing from the Famous Printer's Failed Killer App by
Quentin Schultze EPub


