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Volume 5 covers the preliminary phase of the New York campaign, the period from mid-June to mid-August
1776 when the stage was set for Washington's greatest challenge yet as commander in chief of the
Continental army. As the summer weeks passed, the British concentrated a massive military force in New
York Harbor, bringing in thousands of Redcoats and German mercenaries backed by the guns of a large fleet.
"The Powers of Despotism," Washington wrote in August, "are all combined against [America], and ready to
strike their most decisive Stroke." Not knowing exactly where the stroke would fall, Washington wrote
urgently to Congress and the states seeking reinforcements for the extensive lines that he was obliged to
defend, while vigorously pushing forward construction of fortifcations and efforts to obstruct the Hudson
River. At every opportunity he sought and read any piece of intelligence regarding the enemy force and its
intentions.

Washington could not focus his thoughts solely on the defense of New York City, however, for letters from
the north informed him of the disastrous American retreat from Canada. That alarming situation elicited from
Washington detailed consideration of the strategy to be pursued in defensing the upper end of the vital
Hudson River-Lake Champlain corridor. Other correspondence concerned threats from internal enemies,
conspiracies allegedly fomented by disaffected persons to undermine the American cause through subversion
and sabotage. Such reports resulted in the execution of Thomas Hickey, a soldier in Washington's personal
guard, for treachery in late June and the forced removal of many suspicious persons from New York City a
short time later. Although the reading of the Declaration of Independence to the Continental army in early
July boosted its morale, Washington continued his unrelenting efforts to check disorder and discord at all
levels and to overcome the spirit of disunity that threatened the American cause as much as did British arms.
"Let all distinctions of Nations, Countries, and Provinces," he told his men on 1 August, "be lost in the
generous contest, who shall behave with the most Courage against the enemy, and the most kindness and
good humor to each other." Washington's roles as miltary commander and political leader cannot be
separated.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy King:

The book The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War Series) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
studying a book The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War Series) being
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a guide The Papers of George
Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

Angel Garcia:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War
Series) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer involving The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War
Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Papers of
George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Allison Stiffler:

The feeling that you get from The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War
Series) is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Papers of George
Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War Series) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having that The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776
(Revolutionary War Series) instantly.

James Jean:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Papers of George Washington: June-August



1776 (Revolutionary War Series) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Papers of George Washington: June-August 1776 (Revolutionary War
Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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