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Few would disagree that the loss of 6th Army at Stalingrad represented the turning point of the Eastern front,
indeed of WWII in Europe. Heroic as the efforts of the Luftwaffe's air and ground crews were, the defenders
could never have been adequately supplied by airlift alone. Could the relief attempt mounted by General
Hoth's 4th Panzer Army ever have reached the cauldron across 150km of wintry steppe? Once the panzers
had punched a corridor through, 800 lorries loaded with 3,000 tons of supplies were to restore 6th Army's
fighting strength and evacuate the wounded; von Manstein intended that Paulus then initiate the breakout,
spearheaded by his own remaining armour (some hundred-odd tanks). By Christmas Eve, the relief attempt
had stalled on the defences recently manned by the 2nd Guards Army on the banks of the Myshkova river,
less than fifty kilometres from the siege lines but still impossibly far for the defenders to have reached even
had Paulus willed the abandonment of the city. By then the tank strength of the LVII Panzerkorps had been
worn down by twelve days of bitter fighting and the men of its constituent 6, 17 and 23 Panzer-Divisions
physically exhausted by constant combat in snow and cold, without any shelter on the open steppe. Finally,
the gallant and self-sacrificial relief attempt was doomed - even as the fighting for Vyerkhnye-Kumskiy
approached its climax - by the Russian 'Little Saturn' onslaught (16th December) against Armee-Abteilung
Hollidt and the Italian 8th Army; as the latter collapsed and Russian tank brigades threatened to overrun the
airfields supplying Stalingrad, the strongest formation, 6 Panzer-Division, was urgently required on the far
side of the Don. On Christmas Eve, with tears in their eyes, the troops saluted their comrades in the cauldron
- now doomed to death in combat or the slower agony of the camps, the fate most feared of all.

Dutch researcher Hans Wijers has assembled eyewitness accounts from five veterans of this operation,
previously chronicled, even in German, from a seriously incomplete perspective and in English only
peripherally: a tanker, Oberleutnant Helmut Ritgen of Panzer-Regiment 11, who as von Hünersdorff's
adjutant was at the heart of the tank actions; two anti-tank gunners, Leutnant Günter Höffken and
Oberfeldwebel Friedrich Bösch of Panzerjäger-Abteilung 41 (41st Anti-Tank Battalion); a medical officer,
Dr Eugen Fritze of Panzer-Nachricten-Abteilung 82 (82nd Signals Battalion) and an infantryman,
Oberleutnant Dr Hans Soest of Panzergrenadier-Regiment 4, provide complementary accounts from the
perspective of the principal formation - 6 Panzer-Division.

In addition, three of the survivors of the Stalingrad cauldron: Leutnant Joachim Stempel of Panzergrenadier-
Regiment 103; Funker Ernst Panse, a tank wireless operator of Panzer-Regiment 24 and Hauptfeldwebel
Alfred Simmen of Grenadier-Regiment 669; describe their feelings, first of hope and confidence, then of
disillusion and despair, as the waning fortunes of the relief operation became known to them. Finally, this
volume reproduces some of the key documents involved, including the draft of the never-issued order to
break out, signed by Paulus, and records some of the radio messages and telexes crucial to an understanding
of this historically remarkable event.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for people. The book Storm Over the Steppe ended up being making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The e-book Storm Over the Steppe is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Storm Over the Steppe. You never really
feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Dorinda Kling:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Storm Over the Steppe is simple to develop
you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Louise Guest:

You may get this Storm Over the Steppe by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could
possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Antonette Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Storm Over the Steppe.
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