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The seventeenth century saw an influx of immigrants to the heavily Puritan Massachusetts Bay Colony. This
book redefines the role that non-Puritans and non-English immigrants played in the social and economic
development of Massachusetts. Marsha Hamilton shows how non-Puritan English, Scots, and Irish
immigrants, along with Channel Islanders, Huguenots, and others, changed the social and economic dynamic
of the colony. A chronic labor shortage in early Massachusetts allowed many non-Puritans to establish
themselves in the colony, providing a foundation upon which later immigrants built transatlantic economic
networks. Scholars of the era have concluded that these “strangers” assimilated into the Puritan structure and
had little influence on colonial development; however, through an in-depth examination of each group’s
activity in local affairs, Marsha Hamilton asserts a much different conclusion.

By mining court, town, and company records, letters, and public documents, Hamilton uncovers the impact
that these immigrants had on the colony, not only by adding to the diversity and complexity of society but
also by developing strong economic networks that helped bring the Bay Colony into the wider Atlantic
world. These groups opened up important mercantile networks between their own homelands and allies, and
by creating their own communities within larger Puritan networks, they helped create the provincial identity
that led the colony into the eighteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Social and Economic Networks in Early Massachusetts:
Atlantic Connections. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important a book Social and Economic Networks in Early Massachusetts: Atlantic Connections. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well
as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Cornell Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Social and Economic Networks in Early
Massachusetts: Atlantic Connections is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

David Scott:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. Social and Economic Networks in Early Massachusetts: Atlantic Connections
can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Bonnie Wilson:

Beside this specific Social and Economic Networks in Early Massachusetts: Atlantic Connections in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Social and Economic Networks in Early Massachusetts:
Atlantic Connections because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often
have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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