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I was born Esther Stiller in 1925 and was only nine months old when my father died. My brother, sister, and
I were raised by our mother with help from the very supportive Jewish community in Kalisz, Poland. In
1940, at age fifteen, I had a new dress which was sent as a gift from relatives in America. This was special
and not something that happened every day. I wanted to show my girlfriend, so I went to her home, and as
teenagers sometimes do, she wanted me to sleep over. While I was away with my Christian friend, the
Jewish families were herded together and locked up in a single large room–similar to a gym–of a multi-
storied building. The next day, I was able to slip away to a nearby farm, where people gave me food and
allowed me to stay. I told them I had come from Warsaw, which by that time had been bombed by the Nazis.
I gave them a typical gentile name, Edwarda Opatowska, and pretended to be Catholic. Something told me
not to ask what had happened to my family and the Jews of my city. I wandered around not knowing what to
do—I was 15 years old, alone and afraid. At the railroad station, I saw a large group of about 300 Poles, who
I learned were being taken to work in Germany. I knew they were not Jews, so when they boarded the train, I
filed on with them. At Breslau we got off the train and were lined up to receive physical exams and shots,
then given work assignments. When my turn came, I gave my assumed name of Edwarda Opatowska and
told them I had lost my identification papers. Although I was very frightened, there were no particular
problems as they proceeded with the exam and the shots, assigned me to farm labor in Germany, and
arranged my transportation. I never stopped wondering what happened to my mother, brother, and sister. I
only knew [what I heard from] German propaganda. If the Nazis won the war, I was thinking of taking rat
poison and killing myself. Being with Catholic farmers, I went to church with the rest of the workers. From
the religion classes in Poland’s public schools, I had learned enough about liturgy and ritual to convince the
Germans and my fellow Poles that I was Catholic. When the priest saw tears in my eyes, he thought it was
because I was devout in my faith, but I was really feeling guilty about making believe I was something I
wasn’t. An average day on the farm began at 4:30 a.m. and didn’t end until 10:00 p.m. Just as the Jews were
forced to wear the Star of David sewn on their clothing, the Poles were required to wear a “P” on their
clothes so the townsfolk would know we were from Poland. Some local people considered themselves better
than us and treated us horribly. One day the priest saw what was happening and gave them a piece of his
mind. It felt wonderful to have someone stand up for us.
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From reader reviews:

Randall Yang:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish
Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME). Try to face the book Edwarda Opatowska Saved My
Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) as your good
friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Anna Maday:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish
Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) book is readable by you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Edwarda Opatowska
Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) content
conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The
Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Charles Krueger:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life
Story of Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) can be the solution, oh how comes? It's
a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Luis Hahn:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of
Jewish Holocaust Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME) can give you a lot of friends because by you
considering this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that



possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Edwarda Opatowska Saved My Life!: The Real Life Story of Jewish Holocaust
Survivor Esther Schiff (A BOOK by ME).
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