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Honduras's longest-serving head of government, Tiburcio Carías (1876--1969) was a larger-than-life figure
who had the air of an ordinary, approachable person. During his rule from 1933 to 1949, he variously
employed the tactics of a liberal, a conservative, a constitutionalist, and a dictator. Modern Honduras cannot
be understood without comprehending his influence. In the -- amazingly -- first biography of this powerful
Latin American caudillo, Thomas J. Dodd, a former ambassador to Uruguay and to Costa Rica, offers a vital,
riveting account of Carías's life and career.

Dodd shows Carías to have been a pragmatist and political survivor. His regime, unique in Central American
and Caribbean history, was neither a brutal military government nor draconian and despotic. Unlike Somoza,
Batista, Trujillo, and other contemporary dictators, Carías was not assassinated, driven from office, or exiled.
He completed his term, stepped down, and remained active in Honduran politics until his death. The National
Party he created remains a major political force to this day.

Through extensive research into his subject, including correspondence with harsh critics as well as admirers,
Dodd achieves a balanced assessment of Carías. The leader created domestic order and political and social
stability when he unified his country. At the same time, he allowed local political chieftains and militias to
remain in place. His reign was part of a larger sweep of Honduran history from the 1870s to 1949 that
witnessed the rise of agrarian capitalism and U.S. domination of the nation's primary economic resource,
banana exports.

After Carías's death, thousands of Hondurans from across the ideological spectrum turned out to praise the
former dictator as a "restorer of peace" and "benefactor of the nation." Dodd's superb combination of
biography and political history explains Carías's rise to power and shows how the trajectory of his public
career reflected the life of his country.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Holmes:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Tiburcio Carías: Portrait of a
Honduran Political Leader (Eisenhower Center Studies on War and Peace) to read.

Perry Payne:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Tiburcio Carías: Portrait of a
Honduran Political Leader (Eisenhower Center Studies on War and Peace), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Gerald Kelly:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Tiburcio Carías: Portrait
of a Honduran Political Leader (Eisenhower Center Studies on War and Peace) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Jerri Montgomery:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the
Tiburcio Carías: Portrait of a Honduran Political Leader (Eisenhower Center Studies on War and Peace)
when you essential it?
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