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The resurgence of Islam is a constant theme in the writings of J.B. Kelly from the 1980s to his death in 2009,
and it is appropriate, therefore, that it should be reflected in the title of this third, and final, volume of his
collected essays and reviews. The title was, in fact, originally a phrase which he gave to a lecture he
delivered to the Heritage Foundation in Washington D.C. in 1980. It captures the surreal, Alice in
Wonderland, nature of Middle Eastern politics. He intended that the lecture, given to promote his new book
on Arabia, the Gulf and the West (Weidenfeld & Nicolson/Basic Books,1980), should enable his American
audience to peer through the looking glass of the Middle East and to understand how to navigate the political
labyrinth of the Persian Gulf and the wider region. His subsequent essays and reviews written while he was
in Washington D.C. were intended to serve the same purpose. The introduction by the editor gives readers a
guide to the political context of his writings, especially his involvement in the struggle over the sale of F 15
enhancements and AWACS to Saudi Arabia. The later writings in this volume are the fruits of his retirement
in France, from whence he tried to counter the received wisdom about Western policy towards Iraq and other
matters.

Reading the essays in this volume one is struck by their relevance to our understanding of the causes of the
revolts in the Middle East in 2011 and after against the last generation of oriental despots, and the resurgence
of militant Islam. This volume, like the earlier ones, should be required reading for policy-makers in the
West.
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From reader reviews:

James Ray:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book called
Islam Through the Looking Glass, Vol. 3? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you
can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Paula Mayo:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Islam Through the Looking Glass, Vol. 3 will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book
with you?

Mattie Martin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Islam Through the Looking Glass,
Vol. 3 reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Islam Through the
Looking Glass, Vol. 3 as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book
that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Rachel Addison:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Islam Through the Looking
Glass, Vol. 3 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book
and read it. Beside that the publication Islam Through the Looking Glass, Vol. 3 can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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