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" Honey bees?and the qualities associated with them?have quietly influenced American values for four
centuries. During every major period in the country's history, bees and beekeepers have represented order
and stability in a country without a national religion, political party, or language. Bees in America is an
enlightening cultural history of bees and beekeeping in the United States. Tammy Horn, herself a beekeeper,
offers a varied social and technological history from the colonial period, when the British first introduced
bees to the New World, to the present, when bees are being used by the American military to detect bombs.
Early European colonists introduced bees to the New World as part of an agrarian philosophy borrowed from
the Greeks and Romans. Their legacy was intended to provide sustenance and a livelihood for immigrants in
search of new opportunities, and the honey bee became a sign of colonization, alerting Native Americans to
settlers' westward advance. Colonists imagined their own endeavors in terms of bees' hallmark traits of
industry and thrift and the image of the busy and growing hive soon shaped American ideals about work,
family, community, and leisure. The image of the hive continued to be popular in the eighteenth century,
symbolizing a society working together for the common good and reflecting Enlightenment principles of
order and balance. Less than a half-century later, Mormons settling Utah (where the bee is the state symbol)
adopted the hive as a metaphor for their protected and close-knit culture that revolved around industry,
harmony, frugality, and cooperation. In the Great Depression, beehives provided food and bartering goods
for many farm families, and during World War II, the War Food Administration urged beekeepers to
conserve every ounce of beeswax their bees provided, as more than a million pounds a year were being used
in the manufacture of war products ranging from waterproofing products to tape. The bee remains a
bellwether in modern America. Like so many other insects and animals, the bee population was decimated
by the growing use of chemical pesticides in the 1970s. Nevertheless, beekeeping has experienced a revival
as natural products containing honey and beeswax have increased the visibility and desirability of the honey
bee. Still a powerful representation of success, the industrious honey bee continues to serve both as a source
of income and a metaphor for globalization as America emerges as a leader in the Information Age.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world
can share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular
reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also
they write about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is
this Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation.

Thomas Llanos:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and
soon. The Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation provide you with new experience in
reading a book.

Pamela Wilson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a
Nation or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Tom Harris:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a
Nation to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication Bees in America: How the Honey Bee Shaped a Nation can to be your new friend
when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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