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Today we usually think of a book of poems as composed by a poet, rather than assembled or adapted by a
network of poets and readers. But the earliest European vernacular poetries challenge these assumptions.
Medieval songbooks remind us how lyric poetry was once communally produced and received—a
collaboration of artists, performers, live audiences, and readers stretching across languages and societies.

The only comparative study of its kind, Songbook treats what poetry was before the emergence of the
modern category “poetry”: that is, how vernacular songbooks of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries shaped
our modern understanding of poetry by establishing expectations of what is a poem, what is a poet, and what
is lyric poetry itself. Marisa Galvez analyzes the seminal songbooks representing the vernacular traditions of
Occitan, Middle High German, and Castilian, and tracks the process by which the songbook emerged from
the original performance contexts of oral publication, into a medium for preservation, and, finally, into an
established literary object. Galvez reveals that songbooks—in ways that resonate with our modern practice of
curated archives and playlists—contain lyric, music, images, and other nonlyric texts selected and ordered to
reflect the local values and preferences of their readers. At a time when medievalists are reassessing the
historical foundations of their field and especially the national literary canons established in the nineteenth
century, a new examination of the songbook’s role in several vernacular traditions is more relevant than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Virgil Arriola:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled Songbook: How
Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Stephen Thrush:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval
Europe is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Willa Killeen:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be read. Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe can
be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Harvey Lee:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in
Medieval Europe can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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