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What does it mean to be human? To be human is, in part, to be physically sexed and culturally gendered. Yet
not all bodies are clearly male or female. Bodies in Doubt traces the changing definitions, perceptions, and
medical management of intersex (atypical sex development) in America from the colonial period to the
present day.

From the beginning, intersex bodies have been marked as "other," as monstrous, sinister, threatening,
inferior, and unfortunate. Some nineteenth-century doctors viewed their intersex patients with disrespect and
suspicion. Later, doctors showed more empathy for their patients' plights and tried to make correct decisions
regarding their care. Yet definitions of "correct" in matters of intersex were entangled with shifting ideas and
tensions about what was natural and normal, indeed about what constituted personhood or humanity.

Reis has examined hundreds of cases of "hermaphroditism" and intersex found in medical and popular
literature and argues that medical practice cannot be understood outside of the broader cultural context in
which it is embedded. As the history of responses to intersex bodies has shown, doctors are influenced by
social concerns about marriage and heterosexuality. Bodies in Doubt considers how Americans have
interpreted and handled ambiguous bodies, how the criteria and the authority for judging bodies changed,
how both the binary gender ideal and the anxiety over uncertainty persisted, and how the process for defining
the very norms of sex and gender evolved.

Bodies in Doubt breaks new ground in examining the historical roots of modern attitudes about intersex in
the United States and will interest scholars and researchers in disability studies, social history, gender
studies, and the history of medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Diaz:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great along with important the book Bodies in Doubt: An American
History of Intersex. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Peter Wilson:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Maria Clyburn:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Bodies in Doubt: An American History of Intersex can give you
a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Bodies in Doubt: An American History of
Intersex.

Edward Suniga:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Bodies in Doubt: An American
History of Intersex.
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