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On the evening of May 16, 1937, the train doors opened at the Porte Dorée station in the Paris Métro to
reveal a dying woman slumped by a window, an eight-inch stiletto buried to its hilt in her neck. No one
witnessed the crime, and the killer left behind little forensic evidence. This first-ever murder in the Paris
Métro dominated the headlines for weeks during the summer of 1937, as journalists and the police slowly
uncovered the shocking truth about the victim: a twenty-nine-year-old Italian immigrant, the beautiful and
elusive Laetitia Toureaux. Toureaux toiled each day in a factory, but spent her nights working as a spy in the
seamy Parisian underworld. Just as the dangerous spy Mata Hari fascinated Parisians of an earlier generation,
the mystery of Toureaux's murder held the French public spellbound in pre-war Paris, as the police tried and
failed to identify her assassin.

In Murder in the Métro, Gayle K. Brunelle and Annette Finley-Croswhite unravel Toureaux's complicated
and mysterious life, assessing her complex identity within the larger political context of the time. They
follow the trail of Toureaux's murder investigation to the Comité Secret d'Action Révolutionnaire, a secret
right-wing political organization popularly known as the Cagoule, or "hooded ones." Obsessed with the
Communist threat they perceived in the growing power of labor unions and the French left wing, the
Cagoule's leaders aimed to overthrow France's Third Republic and install an authoritarian regime allied with
Italy. With Mussolini as their ally and Italian fascism as their model, they did not shrink from committing
violent crimes and fomenting terror to accomplish their goal. In 1936, Toureaux -- at the behest of the French
police -- infiltrated this dangerous group of terrorists and seduced one of its leaders, Gabriel Jeantet, to gain
more information. This operation, the authors show, eventually cost Toureaux her life. The tale of Laetitia
Toureaux epitomizes the turbulence of 1930s France, as the country prepared for a war most people dreaded
but assumed would come. This period, therefore, generated great anxiety but also offered new opportunities -
- and risks -- to Toureaux as she embraced the identity of a "modern" woman. The authors unravel her
murder as they detail her story and that of the Cagoule, within the popular culture and conflicted politics of
1930s France.

By examining documents related to Toureaux's murder -- documents the French government has sealed from
public view until 2038 -- Brunelle and Finley-Croswhite link Toureaux's death not only to the Cagoule but
also to the Italian secret service, for whom she acted as an informant. Their research provides likely answers
to the question of the identity of Toureaux's murderer and offers a fascinating look at the dark and dangerous
streets of pre--World War II Paris.
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From reader reviews:

Mary West:

This Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the Cagoule in 1930s France book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the
Cagoule in 1930s France without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't become worry Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the Cagoule in 1930s France
can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the
Cagoule in 1930s France having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Lauren Veach:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the Cagoule in 1930s France will give you new
experience in reading a book.

Mary Wright:

This Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux and the Cagoule in 1930s France is new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Murder in the Métro:
Laetitia Toureaux and the Cagoule in 1930s France can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
type for your better life along with knowledge.

Shari Villa:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go



to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Murder in the Métro: Laetitia Toureaux
and the Cagoule in 1930s France can make you experience more interested to read.
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