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In November of 1964, as Lyndon Johnson celebrated his landslide victory over Barry Goldwater, the
government of South Vietnam lay in a shambles. Ambassador Maxwell Taylor described it as a country beset
by "chronic factionalism, civilian-military suspicion and distrust, absence of national spirit and motivation,
lack of cohesion in the social structure, lack of experience in the conduct of government." Virtually no one in
the Johnson Administration believed that Saigon could defeat the communist insurgency--and yet by July of
1965, a mere nine months later, they would lock the United States on a path toward massive military
intervention which would ultimately destroy Johnson's presidency and polarize the American people.
Into the Quagmire presents a closely rendered, almost day-by-day account of America's deepening
involvement in Vietnam during those crucial nine months. Mining a wealth of recently opened material at the
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and elsewhere, Brian VanDeMark vividly depicts the painful unfolding of a
national tragedy. We meet an LBJ forever fearful of a conservative backlash, which he felt would doom his
Great Society, an unsure and troubled leader grappling with the unwanted burden of Vietnam; George Ball, a
maverick on Vietnam, whose carefully reasoned (and, in retrospect, strikingly prescient) stand against
escalation was discounted by Rusk, McNamara, and Bundy; and Clark Clifford, whose last-minute effort at a
pivotal meeting at Camp David failed to dissuade Johnson from doubling the number of ground troops in
Vietnam. What comes across strongly throughout the book is the deep pessimism of all the major
participants as things grew worse--neither LBJ, nor Bundy, nor McNamara, nor Rusk felt confident that
things would improve in South Vietnam, that there was any reasonable chance for victory, or that the South
had the will or the ability to prevail against the North. And yet deeper into the quagmire they went.
Whether describing a tense confrontation between George Ball and Dean Acheson ("You goddamned old
bastards," Ball said to Acheson, "you remind me of nothing so much as a bunch of buzzards sitting on a
fence and letting the young men die") or corrupt politicians in Saigon, VanDeMark provides readers with the
full flavor of national policy in the making. More important, he sheds greater light on why America became
entangled in the morass of Vietnam.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Strode:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Into the Quagmire:
Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War suitable to you? Often the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the
Vietnam Waris the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world on this book.

Marie Velasquez:

The reserve untitled Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War is the guide
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson
and the Escalation of the Vietnam War from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Eric Freeman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
offers high quality.

Joshua Castillo:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. With the book
Into the Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War we can have more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Into the



Quagmire: Lyndon Johnson and the Escalation of the Vietnam War. You can more pleasing than now.
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