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The Land of the Living is a study of the Danish folk high schools, a remarkable alternative school form that
has endured in Denmark for nearly 150 years. The existence of the folk high schools today allows the Danish
citizen to undertake a direct, personal experience in free education. For a limited period in his or her life, any
Danish citizen can enter a folk high school and encounter a variety of new ideas, people and places.
Beginning with a year's total immersion in three folk high schools, Steven Borish embarked on a personal
journey through Danish society. His journey took him from the fields and small towns of Jutland to the busy
streets of Copenhagen, and enabled him to see Denmark as few foreigners ever have. Combining his
anthropological sensitivity with the broader outlook of the historian, he came to ask a unique and
unprecedented set of questions about the path to modernization taken by Danish society. The author's inquiry
is centered around an historical puzzle: Why did the same modernization process that was so often
accompanied by violent repression elsewhere take place more peacefully and non-violently in Denmark? His
research took him back to the remarkable Danish Land Reforms of the late 18th century, and to the life and
work of a major prophetic figure, N. F. S. Grundtvig (1783-1872). "The schools for life," the "People's
Enlightenment," "the living word": these are some of the ideas set forth by Grundtvig, who in 1830 first
proposed the establishment of a new type of school in Denmark. Professor Borish's description of these
events provides a living example of how the people of one small country responded to a series of political
and economic crises with a non-violent political revolution that enabled them quite literally to "rise from the
ashes." Yet the author presents this historical analysis not as an end but as a departure point for
understanding the Danish present. In an unusual blend of cultural analysis and personal observation, he
brings contemporary Denmark alive for the reader with his description of today's folk high schools. This
well-researched and meticulously documented study represents the first definitive account of Danish society
to be written by a non-Dane. Its creative use of techniques from anthropology and related fields is certain to
attract favorable attention from all those interested in the problems of social and historical analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

Typically the book The Land of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and Denmark's Non-Violent Path
To Modernization will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Land
of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and Denmark's Non-Violent Path To Modernization is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Charlotte Gambrel:

The particular book The Land of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and Denmark's Non-Violent
Path To Modernization has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write
this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Keesha Marks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Land of the Living: The Danish
Folk High Schools and Denmark's Non-Violent Path To Modernization reserve written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism The Land of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and Denmark's
Non-Violent Path To Modernization as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.

Tiffaney Serna:

This The Land of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and Denmark's Non-Violent Path To
Modernization is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal
with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great
organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Land of the Living: The Danish Folk High Schools and
Denmark's Non-Violent Path To Modernization in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen minute right but this e-
book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
this?
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