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Manuel Álvarez was born in Spain around 1794. In 1818 he left Spain, reaching Mexico in 1819.[1] In 1823
he left Mexico and travelled via Cuba to Missouri, then continued from St. Louis west to Santa Fe, New
Mexico, where he opened a store. The Mexican republic had gained independence from Spain during the
Mexican War of Independence (1810-1821). In 1829 the Mexican government expelled all Spanish
nationals. For a few years Álvarez was a free trapper in the Rocky Mountain fur trade, then a brigade leader
for the American Fur Company, returning to Santa Fe around 1834. On 21 March 1839 he was appointed
United States consul at Santa Fe. He did not receive a formal "exequator" from the government of Mexico,
but was informally permitted to act as consul by the governor. He reached Santa Fe in July of 1839, finding
no seal, flag, coat of arms or other normal consular equipment when he arrived. The Texas Santa Fe
Expedition of 1841, which the Mexicans saw as a military invasion, created a crisis in Santa Fe. The local
American merchants were subject to popular and official attacks. When the expedition approached Santa Fe,
Alvares asked Governor Manuel Armijo for permission to go out and talk with the leader, but was refused.
Alvarez later was wounded and narrowly escaped death from an angry crowd. This crisis blew over, and
Álvarez served as acting consul until the U.S. occupation in 1846. Álvarez's store became one of the largest
in New Mexico. He was a resourceful individual, "an artful dodger and a pragmatist of the highest order",
and became a wealthy and influential member of Santa Fe society both before and after the U.S. took control.
He was critical of the Mexican government but a friend of the Mexicans, although he said of them, "They
were too gullible, especially to the polished chicanery of American Merchants."
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From reader reviews:

Deana Broom:

The book Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A Southwestern Biography gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A Southwestern Biography being your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
can know everything if you like open up and read a publication Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A Southwestern
Biography. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this book?

Ricardo Bishop:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A
Southwestern Biography is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Duane Zook:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Manual Alvarez, 1794-
1856: A Southwestern Biography which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.

Raymond Murray:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A Southwestern
Biography can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Manual Alvarez, 1794-1856: A
Southwestern Biography.
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