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The men-of-war in which Anson went to sea were built mostly of oak. They were painted externally yellow,
with a blue stripe round the upper works. Internally, they were painted red. They carried cannon on one, two,
or three decks according to their size. The biggest ships carried a hundred cannon and nearly a thousand
men. The ship in which this famous voyage was made was of the middle size, then called the fourth-rate. She
carried sixty cannon, and a crew of four hundred men. Her lower gun deck, a little above the level of the
water, was about 140 feet long. She was of about a thousand tons burthen.

Though this seems small to us, it is not small for a wooden ship. It is not possible to build a long wooden
ship. The Centurion, though short, was broad, bulky, and deep. She was fit for the sea. As she was built more
to carry cannon than to sail, she was a slow sailer. She became slower as the barnacles gathered on her
planks under the water. She carried three wooden masts, each fitted with two or three square sails, extended
by wooden yards. Both yards and masts were frequently injured in bad weather.

The cannon were arranged in rows along her decks. On the lower gun deck, a little above the level of the
water, she carried twenty-six twenty-four-pounders, thirteen on a side. These guns were muzzle-loading
cannon which flung twenty-four-pound balls for a distance of about a mile. On the deck above this chief
battery, she carried a lighter battery of twenty-six nine- or twelve-pounder guns, thirteen on a side. These
guns were also muzzle-loading. They flung their balls for a distance of a little more than a mile.

On the quarter-deck, the poop, the forecastle, and aloft in the tops (the strong platforms on the masts), were
lighter guns, throwing balls of from a half to six pounds' weight. {viii} Some of the lightest guns were
mounted on swivels, so that they could be easily pointed in any direction. All the guns were clumsy
weapons. They could not be aimed with any nicety. The iron round shot fired from them did not fit the bores
of the pieces. The gun-carriages were clumsy, and difficult to move. Even when the carriage had been so
moved that the gun was accurately trained, and when the gun itself had been raised or depressed till it was
accurately pointed, the gunner could not tell how much the ball would wobble in the bore before it left the
muzzle. For these reasons all the effective sea-fights were fought at close range, from within a quarter of a
mile of the target to close alongside. At a close range, the muskets and small-arms could be used with effect.

The broadside cannon pointed through square portholes cut in the ship's sides. The ports were fitted with
heavy wooden lids which could be tightly closed when necessary. In bad weather, the lower-deck gun ports
could not be opened without danger of swamping the ship. Sometimes, when the lower-deck guns were
fought in a gale, the men stood knee deep in water.

To be continue in this ebook..................................................................................
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From reader reviews:

Jamey Norton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II,
III, IV is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and need in this era.

Martin Song:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get before. The A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV giving
you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better
life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will be pleased when
you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Corinne Schlegel:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Voyage Round the World: In the years
MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism A Voyage
Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV as good book not just by the cover but also with the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Alexandra Stafford:

The book untitled A Voyage Round the World: In the years MDCCXL, I, II, III, IV contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a



nice learn.
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