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Although many commentators have dealt with various aspects of structure in Sophoclean drama, G. M.
Kirkwood contends that " Sophocles mastery of dramatic form is accepted with casual and superficial
deference rather than fully and clearly understood.” This book shows how Sophocles method of presenting
character, his unigue handling of myth, his predilection for presenting ideas by comparison and contrast, and
his principles of structure are so closely related that they serve to clarify each other.

In an analysis of the form of Sophocles' seven extant plays, Kirkwood demonstrates the existence of several
deliberate and distinct types of dramatic construction. Sophocles' use of the chorus, hisirony, and certain
aspects of diction are considered as a part of his dramatic art and as elements of structure. Kirkwood
discusses a number of traditional problems, among them questions of consistency and meaning in passages
from Ajax, Antigone, and Electra. He a so considers the problem of "diptych" structure, and showsthat itisa
definite dramatic shape, of primary importance in understanding the three playsin which it appears.

Distinctive Sophaoclean concepts in which the words eugenes and daimon are conspicuous, the meaning of
tragedy in relation to Sophocles' plays, and Sophaocles' outlook on deity and on man and his fate are also
subjects of illuminating discussions. This book offers ample evidence to support Kirkwood's contention that,
"Only when we inquire into the means by which Sophocles invests his plays with their constant air not only
of relevance but of immediacy do we begin to understand Sophoclean form."

For the paperback edition of this classic study of Sophoclean poetics, the author has written anew preface
that assesses the reception of hiswork and has updated the bibliography to include more recent scholarship.
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From reader reviews:
Sheri Reagan:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for people. The book A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology)
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The book A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical
Philology) is not only giving you alot more new information but also for being your friend when you truly
feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology). Y ou never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Carol Boissonneault:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular A Study of
Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Candace M athieu:

This book untitled A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get alot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, asyou
can read this book in your Mabile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from
your list.

Lillian Thornton:

The e-book untitled A Study of Sophoclean Drama (Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did alot of exploration when write the book, and so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of A Study of Sophoclean Drama
(Cornell Studiesin Classical Philology) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.
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