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Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Perigord, for half a century mastermind of the French state, a figure of
infinite fascination, embodied - and to an extraordinary degree directed - the most tumultuous era in French
history. Born into one of France's noblest families, rejected as a cripple by his parents and given willy-nilly
to the Church, he turned his unwanted fate into dazzling personal triumph. The revolution that guillotined his
fellow aristocrats saw him serve as a member of the Committee on the Constitution. He held ministerial
office through the Directory and the Consulate and was instrumental in both Napoleon's rise and fall (he was
prime architect of the Congress of Vienna). After Waterloo he served as president of the provisional
government, then engineered the return of the monarchy and again held high office. His biography is the
biography of his country during his time, and therefore of Europe. And what a biography Jean Orieux has
written! Here is Talleyrand the man of awesome and supple mind. Here is the priest who was notorious as a
womanizer, who amassed a huge personal fortune and a principality; the prince who was a shrewd historian;
the connoisseur and patron of the arts; the premier statesman of France; the puppet master of Europe,
manipulating Metternich and Wellington. Here, finally, is the man supremely in control, who directed his
own deathbed scene as brilliantly as he had organized Napoleon's coronation. Protean man of wit, courage,
passion, sense, he was the ultimate pragmatist, always working for France's advantage and his own, always
unabashedly admitting it. When his barber asked him, "You have had all possible titles: Bishop, Minister,
Prince; what do people call you when they talk about you?" Talleyrand answered: "Nothing good." A verdict
shared by generations of moralistic biographers - and triumphantly reversed in Orieux's massive, elegant,
witty, and marvelously readable volume.
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From reader reviews:

Suzanne Macdougall:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Talleyrand: The Art of Survival as the daily resource
information.

Terrance Hutchins:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Talleyrand: The Art of Survival, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Carl Harber:

This Talleyrand: The Art of Survival is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Talleyrand: The Art of
Survival in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Michael Madden:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Talleyrand: The Art of Survival or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other
book likes Talleyrand: The Art of Survival to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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