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This book was born of a series of documentary films about the German Occupation of the Channel Islands
from 1940 to 1945 entitled The Channel Islands at War. It is also the fulfilment of an ambition to tell in
much more detail than was possible in those documentaries, the true story of those extraordinary years. The
Channel Islands were the only British soil to be occupied in the war, the Islanders the only British citizens to
fall under German rule. How the Islanders reacted to the invaders has recently been the subject of heated
argument and impassioned debate and for very good reasons which are explored in this book. It used to be
thought that the Occupation of the Channel Islands was a rather gentle, even benign affair, utterly unlike that
of, say, France or Holland on mainland Europe. It was believed that by and large the German invaders
behaved reasonably well and kept within the terms of the Geneva Convention. For their part the Islanders
responded by offering no resistance to their masters and only co-operating, not collaborating, with them
according to that same Convention. It was certainly uncomfortable but not horrendous. Unpleasant but not
unendurable - the conquerors and the conquered getting along together in what was thought to be the very
model of a model occupation. That is not the whole truth. The real history of the Occupation is much
different from that. It is more morally complex, ambiguous and difficult. It is the story of a sustained and
wholesale attack on human values, of great suffering, venality, violence and grotesque and hideous murder.
It is also the story of extraordinary courage, wise and resourceful leadership and, surprisingly, given the
awful conditions, much good humour. This is the story which is told in Jewels and Jackboots. From the
bombing raids on St Helier and St Peter Port in June 1940 to Liberation on 9th May 1945 the narrative
unfolds largely through the words of those who actually endured those years, those people who were actually
there when thousands of their neighbours were taken from their homes and shipped away to camps across
Europe, there when the slave workers arrived from the eastern front, actually there when the Jews were
rounded up and haled along the Via Dolorosa and actually there when after five long years the British
soldiers returned once more to the Islands. Alongside the words there are the pictures that illustrate the
progress of the Occupation every step of the way. Photographs of the heroes of those times of course and
pictures from the Island of Alderney where untold hundreds of Todt workers worked and died. Extraordinary
photographs too of the Germans as they arrived in the Islands, tall, handsome, proud, immaculately
uniformed. Then, in stark contrast, photographs of the Wehrmacht in the final days of occupation. There are
the stories too of the American PoWs, Clark and Haas and their successful escape from the Islands and of the
three Jersey boys Audrain, Gould and Hassall who failed so tragically in their attempt and were betrayed by
the mother of one of the lads. Every respected authority has been consulted to help establish the truth of the
account of the Occupation that appears in this book but it is the voice of the Islanders themselves which is its
most fascinating and important feature. Their stories as told to me and published here are among the most
moving, marvellously humorous and wise I have ever heard. The reader cannot fail to be touched.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Jewels
and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of the British Channel Islands 1940-1945. All
type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Carlos Quirk:

The experience that you get from Jewels and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of the
British Channel Islands 1940-1945 is a more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the
more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Jewels and
Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of the British Channel Islands 1940-1945 giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this particular
Jewels and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of the British Channel Islands 1940-
1945 instantly.

Kenneth Poor:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Jewels and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation
of the British Channel Islands 1940-1945 why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

John Razo:

This Jewels and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of the British Channel Islands
1940-1945 is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who always deal
with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great
plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with



lovely delivering sentences. Having Jewels and Jackboots: Hitler's British Isles, the German Occupation of
the British Channel Islands 1940-1945 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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