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Over the course of a little less than twenty years, inventor Frank J. Sprague (1857-1934) achieved an
astonishing series of technological breakthroughs--from pioneering work in self-governing motors to
developing the first full-scale operational electric railway system--all while commercializing his inventions
and promoting them (and himself as their inventor) to financial backers and the public. In Engineering
Invention, Frederick Dalzell tells Sprague's story, setting it against the backdrop of one of the most dynamic
periods in the history of technology. In a burst of innovation during these years, Sprague and his
contemporaries--Thomas Edison, Nicolas Tesla, Elmer Sperry, George Westinghouse, and others--
transformed the technologies of electricity and reshaped modern life. After working briefly for Edison,
Sprague started the Sprague Electric Railway and Motor Company; designed and built an electric railroad
system for Richmond, Virginia; sold his company to Edison and went into the field of electric elevators;
almost accidentally discovered a multiple-control system that could equip electric train systems for mass
transit; started a third company to commercialize this; then sold this company to Edison and retired
(temporarily). Throughout his career, Dalzell tells us, Sprague framed technology as invention, cast himself
as hero, and staged his technologies as dramas. He toiled against the odds, scraped together resources to
found companies, bet those companies on technical feats--and pulled it off, multiple times. The idea of the
"heroic inventor" is not, of course, the only way to frame the history of technology. Nevertheless, as Dalzell
shows, Sprague, Edison, and others crafted the role consciously and actively, using it to generate vital
impetus behind the process of innovation.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

The experience that you get from Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry is
the more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the
U.S. Electrical Industry giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry instantly.

Katie McCants:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague
and the U.S. Electrical Industry guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question
Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry as good book not just by the cover
but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Paula Salas:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Engineering Invention: Frank J.
Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
see.

Patricia Briggs:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top list in your reading list is Engineering Invention: Frank J. Sprague and the U.S. Electrical Industry.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking
right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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