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This volume brings together all of the known poetry and a selection of correspondence by an enormously
talented but underappreciated poet of the Harlem Renaissance. Cousin of novelist Dorothy West and friend
of Zora Neale Hurston, Helene Johnson (1905–1995) first gained literary prominence when James Weldon
Johnson and Robert Frost selected three of her poems for prizes in a 1926 competition. During the late 1920s
and early 1930s her poetry appeared in various small magazines, such as the Saturday Evening Quill, Palms,
Opportunity, and Harlem. In 1933 Johnson married, and two years later her last published poem, "Let Me
Sing My Song," appeared in Challenge, the journal West had founded to revive the spirit of the Harlem
Renaissance.

In his well-researched introduction, Verner D. Mitchell reconstructs Johnson's life, the details of which have
long been veiled from public view, and places her in the context of a vital literary tradition. In addition to
discussing her relationship with West, Hurston, and other black women writers, he explores the distinctive, at
times radical, qualities of her work. Ever willing to defy the genteel conventions that governed women's
writing, Johnson wrote poems on erotic themes and engaged the aesthetic, gender, and racial politics of her
time.

Cheryl A. Wall's foreword also celebrates Johnson's talent, particularly the ease with which she moved
among various verse forms?from the rigor of the sonnet to the improvisational creativity of free black
vernacular. "An unexpected and most welcome gift," This Waiting for Love, Wall writes, is "an enduring
tribute" to "the vibrant poetry of Helene Johnson."
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morgan:

The ability that you get from This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance could
be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson,
Poet of the Harlem Renaissance giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance instantly.

Carla Spiegel:

The book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem Renaissance will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of
the Harlem Renaissance is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Justin Campbell:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem
Renaissance. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Felecia Holst:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book This Waiting for Love: Helene Johnson, Poet of the Harlem
Renaissance was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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