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As a historical subject, the Hansa has been largely ignored. As a literary subject, it is usually a small ‘extra’,
a player you recognise but need not remember. Most, if asked, would be unable to envision the Hansa.
Holbein left us two pictures from the 16th century but little else has survived. It has never found itself the
setting of a serious book in English literature. So this book is unique. The Hansa, a medieval association of
German merchants, trade from Russia in the east to the Bay of Biscay in the west and this gives us the
setting. All the historical events presented are true. The main characters are a fictionalised family of
merchants who, like the Hansa, have conflicting desires and principles. Their lives evolve and interconnect
over sixty years, during which the plague, war, revolts, voyages, love stories and meetings with
contemporary celebrities occur to help throw a light on urban medieval life. The fictional characters are
extraordinary and likeable but not unfamiliar. Indeed, the world presented to us is closer to our own than the
one inhabited by the knights and peasants living beyond the town walls of Lübeck and London. The
characters are portrayed, not as aliens from another time, but as people whose needs—physical, mental and
emotional—resemble our own today. The conflict between coercion and consensus is the central theme and
is joined by the individual’s search for meaning and value in life. This search constitutes the heart of the
storyline as the varied characters wrangle with themselves, their families and economic circumstances to
overcome life’s obstacles and find happiness in being alive. It follows the lives of two unrelated women
through trying circumstances who forge an incredible bond that is stronger than family and deeper than
romantic love. And it looks closely at Lübeck herself, the Queen of the Hansa, whose progress is charted
until she is forced to make a life-changing decision. Finally, there are people who really existed in history,
brought to life in a realistic way and shown in a human light to help us understand better what medieval life
might have been like. This is a fascinating read on many levels and will leave you wanting to know more
about this seminal time.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

This book untitled The People of the Hansa to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Mary McKay:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The People of the Hansa is simple to create
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Sean Owens:

Beside this specific The People of the Hansa in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The People of
the Hansa because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Samuel Crader:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The People of the Hansa or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are
helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
People of the Hansa to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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