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The Complicated, Ever-Changing, and Surprising Story of Draining
Chicago

To reverse the flow of a river wouldn't be possible today, but to Chicago near the end of the nineteenth
century, it became a matter of survival. In the largest municipal earth-moving project ever at that point, an
engineering marvel, and a monumental public works success, the flow of the Chicago River was turned away
from Lake Michigan in 1900 to remove river sewage from the lake and prevent the spread of deadly,
waterborne diseases. The time had come to re-direct the sewers that had been discharging directly to the lake
in Lake View, Edgewater, Rogers Park, Evanston, and Wilmette, and the municipalities and the Sanitary
District of Chicago worked together on the massive undertaking.

The district improved the sluggish North Branch and constructed the North Shore Channel as an alternative
outlet for sewage. But population would eventually zoom beyond expectations, and sewage and industrial
waste would overwhelm the natural rivers and constructed canals. It was time to implement new treatment
technology, and build a network of collecting sewers and a treatment plant. In time, even those proved
insufficient as population continued to grow and spread through the suburbs. Then post-WWII growth and
environmental awareness brought its own demands to the existing infrastructure. As the urban landscape was
paved over, flooding became the new and growing problem. The value of floodplains wasn t known until
they were gone, and now the housing on former floodplains and marshes needed to be relieved of inundation.
Deep tunnels and surface reservoirs became integral to the drainage responsibilities of the district.

Let retired executive director of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Dick
Lanyon take you on a heavily illustrated tour of the nitty-gritty details of water engineering and project
planning for early Chicago and its North Side.

Draining Chicago is the second in a four-book series. The first is Building the Canal to Save Chicago
(2012), which received the 2013 Abel Wolman Award from the Chicago Metro Chapter of the American
Public Works Association for the best new book on public works history.

Author Richard Lanyon has had a life-long association with the waterways in and around Chicago. He
retired as executive director of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago in 2010 after
a 48-year career there.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Waters:

Here thing why this particular Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North Area are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North Area
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North Area. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Draining Chicago:
The Early City and the North Area in e-book can be your substitute.

James Dickens:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Draining Chicago: The
Early City and the North Area that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North
Area become your own starter.

Kevin Masterson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be read. Draining Chicago: The Early City and the North Area can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Sallie Farris:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Draining Chicago: The Early City
and the North Area is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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