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Shakespeare lived in a world of absolutes—of claims for the absolute authority of scripture, monarch, and
God, and the authority of fathers over wives and children, the old over the young, and the gentle over the
baseborn. With the elegance and verve for which he is well known, Stephen Greenblatt, author of the best-
selling Will in the World, shows that Shakespeare was strikingly averse to such absolutes and constantly
probed the possibility of freedom from them. Again and again, Shakespeare confounds the designs and
pretensions of kings, generals, and churchmen. His aversion to absolutes even leads him to probe the exalted
and seemingly limitless passions of his lovers.

Greenblatt explores this rich theme by addressing four of Shakespeare’s preoccupations across all the genres
in which he worked. He first considers the idea of beauty in Shakespeare’s works, specifically his challenge
to the cult of featureless perfection and his interest in distinguishing marks. He then turns to Shakespeare’s
interest in murderous hatred, most famously embodied in Shylock but seen also in the character Bernardine
in Measure for Measure. Next Greenblatt considers the idea of Shakespearean authority—that is,
Shakespeare’s deep sense of the ethical ambiguity of power, including his own. Ultimately, Greenblatt takes
up Shakespearean autonomy, in particular the freedom of artists, guided by distinctive forms of perception,
to live by their own laws and to claim that their creations are singularly unconstrained.

A book that could only have been written by Stephen Greenblatt, Shakespeare’s Freedom is a wholly
original and eloquent meditation by the most acclaimed and influential Shakespearean of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Miller:

The book Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Shakespeare's
Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Kristen Hamilton:

The book untitled Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer
was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell
Lectures) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Mary Banks:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures).

Karin Eubanks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Shakespeare's Freedom (The Rice University Campbell Lectures).
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