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Fifty years after Oscar Lewis's famous depiction of five Mexican families caught in a "culture of poverty,"
Caroline Moser tells a very different story of five neighborhood women and their families strategically
accumulating assets to escape poverty in the Ecuadoran city of Guayaquil. In Ordinary Families,
Extraordinary Lives, Moser shows how a more sophisticated understanding of the complexities of asset
accumulation as well as poverty itself can help counter inaccurate stereotypes about global poverty. It
provides invaluable insight into strategies that may help people in developing countries improve their
wellbeing.

The similar socioeconomic characteristics and economic circumstances of the Guayaquil families in 1978,
when Moser began her research, set the stage for a natural experiment. By 2004, these circumstances varied
widely. Moser captures the causes and consequences of these developments through economic data,
anthropological narrative, and personal photos. She then places this compelling story within the broader
context of political, economic, and spatial changes in Guayaquil and Ecuador.

Moser describes how households in a Third World urban slum relentlessly and systematically fought to
accumulate human, social, and financial capital assets. Her longitudinal account of their odyssey captures
long-term trends and changes in perception that are missed in snapshot assessments. Chapters in this holistic
story cover diverse issues such as housing and infrastructure, community mobilization and political
negotiation, employment, family dynamics, violence, and emigration.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Paulson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Ordinary Families,
Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty Reduction in Guayaquil, 1978-2004 is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader capricious experience.

Elliot Weber:

The book untitled Ordinary Families, Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty Reduction in Guayaquil,
1978-2004 is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Ordinary
Families, Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty Reduction in Guayaquil, 1978-2004 from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Elton Williams:

This Ordinary Families, Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty Reduction in Guayaquil, 1978-2004 is
great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great
plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Ordinary Families, Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty
Reduction in Guayaquil, 1978-2004 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but
this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Robert Alcock:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which
filled update of news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread
out your book? Or just seeking the Ordinary Families, Extraordinary Lives: Assets and Poverty Reduction in



Guayaquil, 1978-2004 when you essential it?
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