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In Making and Unmaking Nations, Scott Straus seeks to explain why and how genocide takes place—and,
perhaps more important, how it has been avoided in places where it may have seemed likely or even
inevitable. To solve that puzzle, he examines postcolonial Africa, analyzing countries in which genocide
occurred and where it could have but did not. Why have there not been other Rwandas? Straus finds that
deep-rooted ideologies—how leaders make their nations—shape strategies of violence and are central to
what leads to or away from genocide. Other critical factors include the dynamics of war, the role of restraint,
and the interaction between national and local actors in the staging of campaigns of large-scale violence.

Grounded in Straus's extensive fieldwork in contemporary Africa, the study of major twentieth-century cases
of genocide, and the literature on genocide and political violence, Making and Unmaking Nations centers on
cogent analyses of three nongenocide cases (Côte d’Ivoire, Mali, and Senegal) and two in which genocide
took place (Rwanda and Sudan). Straus’s empirical analysis is based in part on an original database of
presidential speeches from 1960 to 2005. The book also includes a broad-gauge analysis of all major cases of
large-scale violence in Africa since decolonization. Straus’s insights into the causes of genocide will inform
the study of political violence as well as giving policymakers and nongovernmental organizations valuable
tools for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man or woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Making and Unmaking
Nations: The Origins and Dynamics of Genocide in Contemporary Africa to read.

Terry Grissom:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Making
and Unmaking Nations: The Origins and Dynamics of Genocide in Contemporary Africa book as beginning
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Diane Merryman:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Making and Unmaking Nations: The Origins and Dynamics of Genocide in Contemporary Africa your brain
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Making and Unmaking
Nations: The Origins and Dynamics of Genocide in Contemporary Africa giving you a different experience
more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

David Hosford:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication Making and Unmaking Nations: The Origins and Dynamics of
Genocide in Contemporary Africa was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of



book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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