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The starvation caused by the potato famine in Ireland resulted in a huge immigration of Irish to the United
States, primarily to New York City. They settled in the lower slums of Manhattan, and by their sheer
numbers overran the lower east side. Poor, uneducated, and unskilled, the Irish lived in the most depressed
area of the city. The Irish youth joined the famed Five-Pointers gang, which terrorized the Lower East Side
with burglaries, stickups, robberies, and occasional battles with the East Side Eastmans. The older Irish,
however, were recruited by Tammany Hall to be their powerbase. Tammany Hall found the new Irish
immigrants housing, their 1st jobs, and provided them with a large number of public social services. With
Irish support, Tammany dominated the New York political landscape off-and-on for almost 7 decades and
became the most corrupt political machine in the country. The patronage of political city jobs allowed the
Irish to rise up and prosper.

As the Irish moved up the economic ladder, they moved out of the lower east side of Manhattan and out into
the suburbs, out of reach of Tammany Hall. When Irish immigration began to dry up, it was replaced large
migrations from Italy and Eastern Europe, neither of which were very enthusiastic about participating in the
political process. As Tammany’s political base steadily dwindled away, so did their political power. The end
for Tammany Hall came with the beginning of the Great Depression in 1929. From then on Franklin
Roosevelt’s New Deal would supersede New York City government as the primary caretaker of the public’s
welfare, and its federal social programs would provide the public with the safety-net that they would
eventually come to depend on as an entitlement. The final nail on Tammany Hall’s coffin was the
implementation of service exams, which largely removed patronage of the city 12,000 jobs from political
control. By the early 1930s the power of Tammany Hall was only a dream remembered.

The 2 huge gangs (the Five Pointers and the Eastmans) which operated during Tammany Hall’s height of
power, each numbering a thousand thugs or more, were only kept together by strong leaders. When Monk
Eastman and Paul Kelly passed from the scene, both gangs broke up into several smaller factions that
preferred to fight each other in preference to any cooperation between them. Without the protection of
Tammany Hall’s eroding power, the gangs became vulnerable to police targeting and reformer obsession,
and their numbers were steadily eroded. With the dawning of Prohibition in the age of the Roaring Twenties,
the remaining thugs of lower Manhattan became bootlegging gangsters, as fortunes could quickly be made
from that trade. That decade was a shakeout for the remaining gangs, and the Irish were quickly submerged
by the Italians. Lucky Luciano's 5 families of the Mafia basically ran crime in Manhattan until the mid-
1960s.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book The New York Mob Vol I: When the Irish Ran
New York 1840-1917 has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The New York Mob Vol I: When the
Irish Ran New York 1840-1917 is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship using the book The New York Mob Vol I: When the Irish Ran New York 1840-1917. You never
truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Francis Gibbs:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The New York Mob Vol
I: When the Irish Ran New York 1840-1917 is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Brenda Luna:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look
for book, may be the publication untitled The New York Mob Vol I: When the Irish Ran New York 1840-
1917 can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Robin Lawrence:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The New York Mob Vol I: When the Irish Ran New



York 1840-1917 can make you sense more interested to read.
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