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The Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees citizens the freedom to
practice their religion. To Native Hawaiians, this implies the freedom to follow a way of life that recognizes
and reveres the sacredness of many places, life forms, and natural forces. This chapter begins by providing a
summary description of traditional Native Hawaiian religious beliefs.

U.S. courts, however, have increasingly narrowed the scope of the Free Exercise Clause. Various judicial
decisions have rendered the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, which also covers Native
Hawaiians, largely devoid of meaningful protection in practice. In addition, several court rulings have
essentially nullified the intent of the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993. These developments have
cast unsettling doubt on the continued survival and free exercise of indigenous faiths.

This chapter comprehensively recounts the history of the relevant cases. It also seeks to clarify the shifting
legal definitions of what constitutes religious practice and the frequently debated distinctions between a
burden and a prohibition on such practice. It concludes by expressing the hope that stronger legislation can
be passed to safeguard the unique and time-honored religion of Native Hawaiians.

“Religious Freedom” is Chapter 15 of Native Hawaiian Law: A Treatise, a volume that updates and expands
on the seminal work of the 1991 Native Hawaiian Rights Handbook. The publication is a collaborative effort
of the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation, Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native Hawaiian Law at the
William S. Richardson School of Law – University of Hawai‘i at M?noa, and Kamehameha Publishing.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious
Freedom had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information.
It is extremely advantages for you. The book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious
Freedom is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the
book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom. You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Jordan Sena:

The knowledge that you get from Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom is the
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15:
Religious Freedom giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific
Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom instantly.

Mary Peterson:

Often the book Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise, Chapter 15: Religious Freedom has a lot of knowledge on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Allen Green:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Native Hawaiian Law - A Treatise,
Chapter 15: Religious Freedom can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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