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In this brief and incisive book, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Garry Wills tells the story of the
Confessions--what motivated Augustine to dictate it, how it asks to be read, and the many ways it has been
misread in the one-and-a-half millennia since it was composed. Following Wills's biography of Augustine
and his translation of the Confessions, this is an unparalleled introduction to one of the most important books
in the Christian and Western traditions.

Understandably fascinated by the story of Augustine's life, modern readers have largely succumbed to the
temptation to read the Confessions as autobiography. But, Wills argues, this is a mistake. The book is not
autobiography but rather a long prayer, suffused with the language of Scripture and addressed to God, not
man. Augustine tells the story of his life not for its own significance but in order to discern how, as a drama
of sin and salvation leading to God, it fits into sacred history. "We have to read Augustine as we do Dante,"
Wills writes, "alert to rich layer upon layer of Scriptural and theological symbolism." Wills also addresses
the long afterlife of the book, from controversy in its own time and relative neglect during the Middle Ages
to a renewed prominence beginning in the fourteenth century and persisting to today, when the Confessions
has become an object of interest not just for Christians but also historians, philosophers, psychiatrists, and
literary critics.

With unmatched clarity and skill, Wills strips away the centuries of misunderstanding that have accumulated
around Augustine's spiritual classic.
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From reader reviews:

Sherry Stevens:

This Augustine's "Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) are generally reliable for
you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Augustine's
"Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Augustine's
"Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) giving you an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So
, let's have it and revel in reading.

Jackson Cabrera:

The reserve with title Augustine's "Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Houston Estes:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Augustine's "Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) can make you experience more interested to read.

Fern Gooding:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update
of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just seeking the Augustine's "Confessions": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) when you
necessary it?
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