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By studying chiefdoms—kin-based societies in which a person’s place in a kinship system determines his or
her social status and political position—this book addresses several fundamental questions concerning the
nature of political power and the evolution of sociopolitical complexity. In a chiefdom, the highest-status
male (first son by the first wife) holds both authority and special access to economic, military, and
ideological power, and others derive privilege from their positions in the chiefly hierarchy.

A chiefdom is also a regional polity with institutional governance and some social stratification organizing a
population of a few thousand to tens of thousands of people. The author argues that the fundamental
dynamics of chiefdoms are essentially the same as those of states, and that the origin of states is to be
understood in the emergence and development of chiefdoms. The history of chiefdoms documents the
evolutionary trajectories that resulted, in some situations, in the institutionalization of broad-scale, politically
centralized societies and, in others, in highly fragmented and unstable regions of competitive polities.
Understanding the dynamics of chiefly society, the author asserts, offers an essential view into the historical
background of the modern world.

Three cases on which the author has conducted extensive field research are used to develop the book’s
arguments—Denmark during the Neolithic and Early Bronze Ages (2300-1300 b.c.), the high Andes of Peru
from the early chiefdoms through the Inka conquest (a.d. 500-1534), and Hawaii from early in its settlement
to its incorporation in the world economy (a.d. 800-1824). Rather than deal with each case separately, the
author presents an integrated discussion around the different power sources. After summarizing the cultural
history of the three societies over a thousand years, he considers the sources of chiefly power and how these
sources were linked together. The ultimate aim of the book is to determine how chiefs came to power and the
implications that contrasting paths to power had for the evolutionary trajectories of societies. It attributes
particular importance to the way different power bases were bound together and grounded in the political
economy.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

The e-book with title How Chiefs Come to Power: The Political Economy in Prehistory includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Sheila Walker:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love How Chiefs Come to Power: The Political
Economy in Prehistory, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on
its referred to as reading friends.

Carl White:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. How Chiefs Come to Power: The Political Economy in Prehistory can be
your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Nola Schroeder:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this How Chiefs Come to Power: The Political Economy in Prehistory can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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